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	2005 S.H.I.P. Convention in Corning

  That’s right, this year’s annual S.H.I.P. Convention will be held Thursday through Saturday, May 5, 6 and 7, at the Raddison Inn in Corning.  We’re looking forward to this exciting new convention site.  

            Remember that convention registration will be $20 this year as agreed upon by the Board of Governors in 2003.

            You might want to start thinking about sightseeing opportunities in and around Corning and along the way as you travel to and from the convention site.  Nearby attractions include Corning Museum of Glass (.2 miles), Historic Market Street (.1 miles), National Warplane Museum (10 miles), Rockwell Museum (.15 miles), Soaring Museum  (9 miles) and Watkins Glen (20 miles).  

Room rates will be $88 for single/double and $98 for triple/quad.  The Raddison is at 125 Denison Parkway East, Corning, NY 14830.   607-962-5000  FAX 607-962-4166.

Hope to see you there.

________________________

We can be reached at S.H.I.P., PO Box 367, Cato, NY 13033.


	Winter Leadership Meeting


The 2005 Winter Leadership Meeting was held in Binghamton on Friday and Saturday, January 21 and 22, at the Roberson Museum and Science Center.  


S.H.I.P. President Kyle Sharp of the Nor Ti Yorkers of Newark Valley conducted the meeting.  Vice President Zach  Lenox, also of Newark Valley, and Secretary Laura Sartori of Cato-Meridian were the other officers in attendance.  Laura took minutes for the meeting.


Despite the weather Cato-Meridian, Newark Valley, Pulaski, Sherman and Union Springs were represented.


The Board of governors worked efficiently through such topics as cost-saving measures, convention details, sponsorship for contests, and funding the scholarship.  

__________________

Our Own Website

shiphistoryclub.com

            Be sure to check out our Website.  Presently Kyle Sharp is our Web Master, after the site was originally set up by former Vice President Dan Orth.  It has all the latest information and will soon include this newsletter.
	From the President’s Desk

     We'll be there before we know it!  With the convention less than two months away, this is a busy time for each club.  Let me take a minute to let you know what we are planning new for this year's convention and also remind you about changes we have made.   First, be sure to get the updated competition packet off the website.  The sponsors of the competitions have changed, so double check everything before you send out the projects.  Also, note there is a new competition which is not yet in the packet.  It is a speech contest that will be sponsored by Newark Valley High School.  Check the homepage of the website for more details.  Second, there are some new contributions that can be made this year.  Don't forget about the mandatory $10.00 fee per team for history bowl this year.  Also, we are offering S.H.I.P. trucker hats for $9.00.  I also urge each club to make a scholarship contribution.  The Board of Governors is hoping to collect enough money to be able to create an account that will roll over from year to year.  This way, we will be sure that the money will be there each year for the scholarship.  However, we need a lot of help from the clubs.  Third, the BOG discussed ideas on how to increase membership.  One idea was to contact local teacher centers and invite social studies teachers to the convention for a day.  I would like each club to consider this since our organization only exists thanks to the membership.  Hopefully we will get to hold an election for the state officers this year.  I have not yet received the candidate information, but, as always, I stress the importance of all offices being filled.  Corning should prove to be one of the best conventions yet.  There are many activities to consider and I hope you have all found some tourist information on the area.  I look forward to seeing everyone again.

                                              Kyle Sharp



	Scholarship Fund


The topic of funds for the SHIP Scholarship was revisited at the winter meeting.

           Last year it was agreed that we will ask each chapter (club) to donate $100 to the scholarship fund.  It is understood, of course, that this is voluntary and S.H.I.P. will accept amounts less than $100.

            This is a valuable aspect to our program because recognizing the outstanding seniors each year indicates that we value the contribution each member adds to our organization and that we are serious about attracting the best students to our program.


We thank you for whatever you can contribute.  Send checks now payable to S.H.I.P., PO Box 367, Cato, NY 13033, or include payment with your convention registration.

       _________________________________

2006 & 2007 

Convention Sites


We’re planning ahead!  The Board of Governors has directed Mr. Allan Wood to approach several sites for next year’s convention, including Lake George and Kingston, Ontario.  

             ____________________________

Next Year’s Fall & Winter Leadership Meetings


Plans are already underway for next year’s program.  Traditionally the Fall meeting has been held in Auburn, but we are considering a break from that tradition by holding the meeting in Seneca Falls.  Tentative dates are set for Friday and Saturday, October 21 and 22.
	New Speech Contest

       Newark Valley has agreed to sponsor a new contest—a speech contest.  The topic will be current events.  The time limit is three (3) to six (6) minutes.  Scripted speeches must be sent to the Nor Ti Yorkers by April 1.  Due to limited judging time, only the first ten entries will be considered for competition.  Those that are deemed worthy will be asked to deliver their speeches in front of the Performance Contest judges at the convention.  The best two or three will deliver theirs for a final judging during the awards program on Saturday.  Send entries to the Nor Ti Yorkers, Newark Valley High School, PO Box 547, 68 Wilson Creek Rd., Newark Valley, NY 13811.

               ___________________________

2005 Debate Topic

            The debate topic this year will be—Resolved:  That persons who run for the office of President of the United States of America must be natural born citizens.

        ______________________________

Trucker Hats

             Navy blue trucker hats with white lettering will be available at $9.00 at the convention, but they must be preordered when your advisor sends in your registration.

            ______________________________

History Bowl

             Here’s another reminder that there will be a one time only charge of $10 for each history bowl team to pay for the pur-chase of a buzzer system so that we no longer need to rent one.
	A View from the New
         This was the first SHIP Leadership meeting that I have attended.  I had a really great
time in Binghamton and thought that the meeting was very interesting and informative.  It was really nice to be able to be included in on making decisions for SHIP and the convention in May.  We had a full agenda for both Friday evening and Saturday morning.  We discussed many things between the two days, one being information pertaining to the convention.  The delegates and board of governors who attended voted on the colors of the shirts for the convention.  We decided on a black shirt with neon green lettering on it.  We also discussed a possible logo competition for the shirts. Logos would need to be turned in by March 1, 2005.  Along with this, we also decided on a topic for the Debate at convention, and also decided on a new speech competition along with a topic, current events.  Besides the 2005 convention, we also discussed possible sites for the 2006 convention.  Some included Chautauqua, Lake George, and Utica.  All locations are filled with great New York State history.  
 I really did enjoy myself at the Binghamton winter leadership meeting.  I strongly recommend to anyone who has the opportunity to attend to do so.  Not only does partaking in the decisions make you feel included, it is also a great experience.  I know personally, it was a great experience and I encourage others to attend as well.

 

Jessica Czajkowski
Junior
Cato-Meridian High School 




